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NORMAL WEEKLY SERVICES
SUNDAYS
8.30am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

10.00am

Family Communion (United Anglican / Methodist Service)
1st Sunday in the month – All Age Worship Service (Usually not Communion)
5th Sunday in the month – Methodist Local Preacher

5.30pm 1st Sunday in the month, Choral Evensong (Book of Common Prayer)
3rd Sunday in the month, Evening Worship (various styles)

Changes to these details are given in the weekly Notice Sheet, available free of charge at the back of the church.

WEEKDAYS

Daily – Morning Prayer 9.00 – 9.30am

Third Friday in the month:
11.30am Short Service of Holy Communion, followed by lunch in the Community Hall.

The Vicar’s bit
The other week I did one of those bizarre online quizzes – the sort that, after answering
about ten questions, tells you what sort of kitchen utensil you are! The result of which
gives you the invaluable information that you are a wooden spoon. You then spend far
too long wondering what that tells you about your personality; and for weeks
afterwards you are bombarded with targeted advertising trying to sell you spoons in
various materials, or messages from Russia telling you Hilary Clinton is the devil
incarnate or that you should support Brexit!
I exaggerate… but only a bit. Some of these quizzes are from reputable organisations,
just having a bit of fun – and a bit of advertising at the same time. The BBC has run
some. The National Gallery might do ‘which painter are you?’. The quiz I answered was
from the Lincoln Centre, and it was ‘which Mahler Symphony are you?’. It seems that I
am the Seventh Symphony ("The Song of the Night"). It is arguably his most wayward
and difficult symphony. Apparently, this means that I am original and inventive with a
dark sense of humour, you like to elicit reactions in people. A gifted storyteller, you
enjoy exploring the shadowy parts of your imagination and bucking traditions. You're
the kind of person that would insist on playing mandolin in an orchestra or oboe in a
rock band, because why not? You won't be oppressed by somebody else's rules and
your enchanting personality lets you get away with it. I leave the judgement with you.
But, on a serious note, we do have a tendency to need to analyse our personality, and
try to judge what that means. Sometime this could lead us to seek out what our
horoscopes say – not a good guide for decision making. Many organisations (including,
at times, the Church of England) use personality profiling such as Myers-Briggs. This is
designed to identify strengths and weaknesses – enabling us to work on building on
strengths and overcoming weaknesses. As such it may have some benefit – though
there is the danger that being labelled as a particular type becomes a self-fulfilling
prophecy. “What could you expect – I’m a typical…!” (fill in the blanks).

This month we celebrate the birth of our patron saint, John the Baptist. I wonder what
quizzes he might have answered. ‘Which Old Testament Prophet are you?’ (Elijah?). Or
‘what wild plant are you?’ (A reed – see Matthew 11:7). Right from the beginning he
was set apart. His father, Zechariah, was told you will name him John [meaning God is
gracious]… he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. No pressure
there!
John had a special role in preparing the way for the Lord. He was to be the forerunner,
the herald, of Jesus. He fulfilled that role admirably – pointing to Jesus as the Lamb of
God, and encouraging his disciples to follow Jesus instead of himself. …the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal… he ranks ahead of
me because he was before me… I myself have seen and have testified that this is the
Son of God… The friend of the bridegroom… rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice...
He must increase, but I must decrease.
What a wonderful example to us all. John had a true calling from God, and an anointing
of the Spirit to fulfil that calling. No doubt his personality contributed to this. But God
can anoint each and every one of us with the gifts we need to fulfil OUR calling.
Whatever our own personality – introvert or extrovert, verbose or quiet – God can use
us all in the growth of His kingdom in this place.

Mark.
Services at Saint John’s June and early July 2018

3 June

9.30 am

All Age (Trinity 1/ Proper 4)

5.30 pm

Choral Evensong

10 June

9.30 am

Family Communion (Trinity 2/ Proper 5) MHA Sunday

17 June

9.30 am

Family Communion (Trinity 3/ Proper 6) Refugee week 1824 June

5.30 pm

Healing Service

* 22 June

11.30 am

Holy Communion & Lunch NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

24 June

9.30 am

St John the Baptist – Patronal Festival/Family Communion

1 July

9.30 am

All Age (Trinity 5/ Proper 8)

5.30 pm

Choral Evensong

8.00 am

Holy Communion (traditional language) every Sunday.

9.00 am

Morning Prayer, Monday – Saturday in the Lady Chapel

By Kathleen Wright
On Saturday 21 April 2018 I attended the Diocese of Southwark Festival Eucharist.
The service was led by The Reverend Canon Gilly Myers, the Deacon and Preacher was
The Reverend Esther Foss, our new Mothers’ Union Diocesan Chaplain.
There are seventy-four Mothers Union branches in the Southwark Diocese and most
were represented at this inspiring service. When the banners from the many branches
are paraded round the cathedral one realises what a huge organisation we belong to;
all trying:•
•
•
•
•

To uphold Christ’s teaching on the nature of marriage and to promote its wider
understanding.
To encourage patents to bring up their children in the faith and life of the
church.
To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship and
service.
To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the
protection of children.
To help those whose family life has met with adversity.

LFTOO:
By Pat Lancaster
On Thursday 3 May we forgathered in the Meeting Room to sort and price items that
have been made and/or donated for our Table Sale at the Belmont Festival, which will
be raising funds for the window and boiler works.
Members had donated items of jewellery, clothing and ornaments as well as several
handmade items. In a convivial atmosphere we mounted earrings or sewed buttons
onto cards, and priced them and various other items ranging from pincushions trough
exotic scarves to vintage dresses.
Although for our June meeting we will be attending a concert given by The
Metropolitan Police Choir in which one of our members sings, we hope to meet on
another evening in June to finish our preparations before the Festival on 8 July,

News from Our Link Diocese of Central Zimbabwe
The Anglican Church of the Province of Central Africa sat in elective assembly in the
Cathedral of Saint Cuthbert in the Diocese of Central Zimbabwe in Gweru on Thursday,
22 March, 2018 in order to elect a new bishop. This followed the notice of resignation
by Bishop Ishmael Mukuwanda who will attain his canonical age of retirement later next
month.
The Revd Dr Ignatius Makumbe was elected to succeed Bishop Ishmael. Dr Makumbe is
a non-stipendiary priest in the Diocese of Central Zimbabwe. He holds a doctorate
certificate in Social and Human Studies, specialising in Conflict Management and
Transformation. He also holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration as well as a
Bachelor's degree in Accounting Science. Dr Makumbe began his professional life as a
high school teacher after obtaining a Certificate in Teacher Education in 1993. He was
born on 10 October 1962.
Dr Makumbe was ordained in the year 2000. He's currently the Rector of St Andrew's
Church in Gweru. He's also the Chief Auditor for the Diocese.
Following his election, Dr Makumbe will be subjected to a wait of twenty-eight days with
immediate effect for the Court of Confirmation to convene and confirm his election as
the next Bishop of Central Zimbabwe as per requirement of the Regulations and Canons
of the Province.

Jumble Sale
By Pat Lancaster
The spring Jumble Sale this year was on Saturday 14 April. We had some really good
"jumble" donated and once again managed to sort it and display it throughout the
church hall and meeting rooms. The sun shone which dare I say was "heaven sent"
given the disappointing weather this year. The queue started to form early, and visitors
did not leave empty handed... and some came back for more. The "man with the van",
Ted, and his trusty helper Carole did an excellent job of clearing any unsold items
minus one or two special bits we kept for our Table Sale in July (Belmont Festival) and
for the next sale in October.
The initial result: is £1710 but some items will be sold on Ebay via Jeffrey (Bennett),
which should see this figure rise.
Best wishes and many thanks for some great donations to make this sum possible and
for all the effort put in by new and existing jumblers in sorting and selling. A special
thank you to those "jumblers" whose children and young relatives came along and
supported us too... their energy levels encouraged us all the more...

The History of Belmont Post Office
By Peter Mattey
Belmont has had a Post Office for one hundred and fifteen years although not always on
the same site.
In the late nineteenth century, the only buildings of significance in Belmont were the
parade in Brighton Road. These adjoined the original California Public House. This was
built in 1860 on the site of an old alehouse by John Gibbons when he returned from the
California Gold Rush (hence its name).
The first Post Office opened in
the Brighton Road around 1890.
It operated from the General
Stores run by Mr. W. H. Brain
on the corner of Brighton Road
and Downs Road. The building
still exists today as offices.
The picture (right) was taken in
1903

looking

Brighton

Road

north

along

(notice

the

absence of cars!)
With the advent of the “Belmont Estate” and the construction of Station Road, the
centre of Belmont began to move to the western side of the railway line and away from
Brighton Road.
The four shops shown on the right were
built between 1874 and 1884 and were the
earliest shops to be opened in Belmont’s
new Station Road. They were known as The
Parade.
In around 1909 the Post Office moved from
Brighton Road where it had operated for
twenty years to The Creamery which was
then 4 The Parade (now Belmont Dental
Practice at 14 Station Road).

The Post Office only stayed in this location
for five years and in 1914 it relocated
again to 29 Station Road (now Modern
Mortgage Solutions) where it remained for
over ninety years. It prospered until 2005
when it closed because the owner retired.
At

that

time

the

Post

Office

was

contracting its branch network and there
was little enthusiasm in the organisation for re-opening the branch. This was a great
loss to Belmont as the nearest Post Office was over a mile away and has been difficult
for Belmont residents to reach by public transport.
However, it is clear that the Post Office is now undergoing a significant renaissance as a
community resource particularly given the closure of many bank branches. While it had
been thought that the internet would remove the need for many of the traditional
service provided by sub-post offices, in fact internet shopping and other online services
are increasing demand for postal delivery and collection services.
After a break of twelve years, we are delighted that the Belmont Village Post Office has
again re-opened in The Pet Stop at 37 Station Road and we wish it every success for
the future.

God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess is exploring symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art.

He gave us eyes to see them: Saint Erasmus’ mitre
2 June is the feast day of Saint Erasmus or Elmo – not
a well-known saint, but a bishop who suffered terribly
under Diocletian’s persecution and died in 303.
His symbol is a windlass, used to wind up a ship’s
anchor, and his name lives on in Saint Elmo’s fire, the
electricity around the masthead during a storm at sea.
As a bishop, the saint was usually depicted not only
with his own symbol, but also with the signs of his
episcopal position: the mitre and the staff or crosier.

The mitre began life as a modest headdress. In the

Middle Ages it developed into a high conical cap as a reminder of the flame of fire that
alighted on each apostle’s head at Pentecost. The staff, or crosier, is the shepherd’s
crook, guiding the sheep and guarding them from predators. When the bishop visits our
church for a confirmation or institution or special occasion, he or she will wear the mitre
as a living link to the Church of the past; and hold a staff as a sign of pastoral care in
the present.
In 1524 Matthias Grünewald painted Saint Erasmus with Saint Maurice: the two patron
saints of the abbey at Halle. One is a shepherd, the other a soldier; one represents
Europe, the other Africa. The bishop draws our attention with his windlass, but also with
his jewelled mitre and gold crosier. Yet beneath the opulent vestments is a human
being – someone touched by God’s Spirit and commissioned to care for the sheep.
Both mitre and staff point us to Jesus as the model, baptised with the Holy Spirit and
shepherding the faithful. Libby Lane at her consecration as bishop in 2015 reflected
those truths in her choice of the hymn, ‘May the mind of Christ my Saviour live in me
from day to day.’ It is our prayer for all who shepherd the flock of the Church as
bishops and pastors.

Bishop Karowei writes…
In the hours after the crucifixion, the Disciples of Jesus Christ, aware of the devious
nature of the opposition, gathered together in hiding behind firmly locked doors. They
had seen the itinerant ministry of the Messiah come to an abrupt end in the climatic
events of that holy week during the Jewish Passover.
Their thoughts, expectations and vision of justice and equality and the realisation of the
new Kingdom he spoke about had not come to fruition. There was indeed great
confusion, anxiety and uncertainty amongst them about the future of this new ideology
and new religious movement and its followers. Their leader, Jesus Christ has been
cruelly taken from them by the combined actions of the Romans, who were aided and
abetted by the Jewish religious leaders.
The Jewish leaders went before the Roman Governor and stage managed the trial of
Christ who was sentenced to die though innocent and they ensured the release of
Barabbas who was guilty of insurrection against Rome and deserved to die. He was
sentenced to die by crucifixion by Pontus Pilatus, the Roman Governor of Judea. The
prophecies of the suffering Messiah were taking place in front of their eyes, and they
did not realise it at the time. The crucified Christ was laid in a borrowed tomb,
belonging to a Joseph from Arimathea, in fulfilment of Holy Scriptures.

Against this backdrop, after the crucifixion, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James
and Salome brought spices to the tomb of Jesus (Mark 16:1-9). It was very early in the
morning, they set out at sunrise. The women were clearly very purposeful, intentional
and proactive. They were determined and with a mission.
“Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance?” they asked themselves. As they
got closer they found the stone rolled back and the tomb empty. A young man told
them, ‘He is not here, He is Risen’. They returned to tell the other disciples about what
they had seen and heard.
As the shell-shocked and scared disciples thought about what they had heard, the Lord
Jesus Christ appeared to them and said ‘Shalom’ which means ‘Peace be with you’.
Christ pronounced peace on them in their troubled state of mind and being.
There are a few concluding thoughts I would like to reflect on:
Christ spoke peace to them and His peace ruled over their anxiety, worry and fears. The
situation is like the ones we face in our lives every day, when things are beyond our
control and we become stressed, naturally so, and the panic button is hit consciously or
unconsciously. In those times we can turn our worries, anxieties, fears, stresses into
prayer and give God an opportunity to support, collaborate with us, assist us, in dealing
with the situation at hand and his peace will be in our hearts. (Philippians 4:6-8)
Christ showed that he loved them so deeply and unconditionally despite their
shortcomings and lapses in faith. He came alongside the disciples and stood amongst
them and breathed peace on them. He also travelled with the two disciples - Cleopas
and his friend, who were on their way to Emmaus. As pilgrims and fellow travellers on
our journey of faith, it is heart-warming and reassuring to know that Christ
unconditionally loves us and died for our sins, he travels with us in our journey and is
with us as promised. (Matthew 28:20b)
Christ then commissioned them to be agents of God’s mission. “You are witnesses of
these events spoken of in Holy Scriptures, you must go and tell”. (Luke 24:45-48; Acts
1:8f)
However, it goes to show that the post-Easter story talks of two main kinds of faith;
Faith that needs to touch, feel and grow through a relationship with Jesus Christ and
Faith that believes without seeing and is confident to follow Jesus Christ without all the
answers to their questions. (Avoid risk of being misled by false teachers as often
happens today – Acts 17:11)
We need to listen to his word in Holy Scriptures, follow the leading of the Holy Spirit
and develop a real friendship and personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

We are People of the Easter Faith, a resurrection people who have passed from death to
life, with Hearts on Fire, Walking Closely with Jesus Christ, Welcoming All and Growing
in faith and numbers.
+Karowei Woolwich

CHURCH GARDENING THIS MONTH!

SATURDAY 23 JUNE 9.30 am –
12.00 noon

THERE WILL BE A GREAT DEAL TO DO TO PREPARE
THE CHURCH GROUNDS FOR THE BELMONT
FESTIVAL ON 8th JULY SO
WE NEED A REALLY LARGE NUMBER OF
GARDEN VOLUNTEERS PLEASE

BOOK THE DATE IN YOUR DIARIES
NOW
DO COME ALONG TO LEND A HAND.
THANK YOU.

Dates for the rest of the summer are:
14 July & 18 August

Saint for the Month
Antony of Padua 1193–1231 – friend of St Francis of Assisi
Antony of Padua knew Saint Francis of Assisi. Both men were true followers of Christ in
a time of great religious confusion and social turmoil.
Like Francis, Antony was born into a wealthy family. Antony’s father was a nobleman of
Lisbon, Portugal, who sent his son at sixteen to study the Bible at Coimbra. It was
important study: the early thirteenth century was a time of many heresies, and also
when the Christians of Portugal and Spain felt threatened by the Moors. When in 1220
Antony heard of the martyrdom of several Franciscan friars in Morocco, he sailed to
Ceuta, a Spanish city beside Morocco, to take their place. However, ill-health soon
forced him to return home.
A failed plan is not always a disaster in our lives. It was soon apparent that God had
other work for Antony to do. His superiors sent him to take part in the General Chapter
of Assisi in 1221, where he met Saint Francis of Assisi. Francis was so impressed with
Antony that he sent him to teach theology to the friars at Bologna and Padua, and later
at Montpelier, Toulouse and Arles, where Antony earned the name ‘the hammer of
heretics’.
Antony was elected as Provincial of northern Italy in 1227, and spent hard weeks on the
roads each year, visiting the friaries under his charge. Antony also wrote ‘Sermons for
Sunday’, which became greatly loved. When he was sent to Rome to discuss the Rule
and the Testament of Francis, his preaching at the papal court was hailed as a ‘jewel
case of the Bible’. But Antony’s real heart was as a Christian pastor: He spent the final
months of his life at Padua, preaching, hearing confessions and helping poor debtors to
pay their debts. His preaching was so popular that Antony filled the market places with
listeners.
The cult of Antony has always been strong. He seems to have been an outstanding
representative of the Franciscan pre-scholastic period, very close in spirit and outlook to
Francis himself. The most usual representations of Antony show him with a book and a
lily, and the infant Jesus. Antony’s care for the poor is remembered by the nineteenth
century’s charity, Saint Antony’s Bread, which devoted itself to feeding the poor.

The Month Ahead

LF Too
Thursday 7 June
6.30 at Holy Trinity Church, Maldon Road, Wallington
SM6 8BL

Concert in aid of Chris Donovan Trust. Given
by the Metropolitan Police Choir

Vicar’s Pub Night
Monday 11 June

From 7.30pm Downs Tennis Club
Holland Avenue

Friday Holy Communion and Lunch
* 11.30 am Friday 22 June NOTE CHANGE OF DAY
Mothers’ Union
Wednesday 27 June
7.45 pm in the Meeting Room

Members’ Meeting

SUNDAY CLUB
Sundays at 9.30am in the Community Hall (Age 3yrs and above)

SCOUTS (1st Belmont)
Beavers:

Tuesdays 5.30pm - 6.30pm.

Cubs:

Tuesdays or Thursdays 7.00pm - 8.00pm.

Scouts:

Mondays 6.45pm - 8.15pm

Explorer Scouts:

Mondays 8.45pm - 9.45pm

GUIDES, BROWNIES & RAINBOWS
Rainbows:

Thursdays 5.00pm–6.00pm.

Brownies:

Fridays 5.15pm–6.45pm.

Guides:

Tuesdays 6.30pm–8.30pm

Guides & Rangers:

Fridays 7.00pm-9.00pm.

Beacon dates for issue
Copy Date

Friday 8th June 2018

(if leaving in pigeon holes, by Sunday 3rd June,
please)

Distribution Date

Friday 15th June 2018

Items for inclusion.
Leave it in pigeon hole for Caroline Everson (Editor)
E-mail: caro1902@hotmail.co.uk
Please ensure that items are not left in the church
office.

St John’s Community
Church Hall
The Church Office, St John’s Church,
Northdown Road, Belmont, Surrey SM2 6DY
Email: office@stjohnbelmont.org.uk

Need a Venue for a Children’s Party?
Have you considered our hall in Northdown Road?
It is spacious, safe with plenty of room to play.
Along with our purpose built kitchen, why not give us a try.
For rates and additional information contact:Cathy Parker on 020 8643 4656
Office open Mon to Fri 10am – 12pm

SR CHAUFFEURS
145a London Road, Ewell, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 2BT
Tel: +44(0)20 83590 6887
Fax: 0871 9892067
Mobile: 07834 609440
Email: richardhoten@srchauffeurs.co.uk
Web: www.srchauffeurs.com
Established in 2004, SR Chauffeurs is a Surrey based executive chauffeur service perfectly situated to meet
local business and social community transport needs while also serving the wider London area. Whether it is
getting you to that important meeting, conference or event, SR Chauffeurs can and will deliver a high quality,
fully comprehensive service at a competitive price. Richard Hoten is a retired police officer of The Royalty
and Diplomatic Protection Group of the Metropolitan Police.
ALL CARS ARE AIR CONDITIONED LIMOUSINES

THE DOWNS
LAWN TENNIS CLUB
A friendly Tennis and social club just 5 minutes’ walk from St John’s Church
• 4 separate all weather courts, 3 with floodlights
• Licensed bar— Sky TV
• Hall available for hire
• A regular meeting place for St John’s parishioners

Telephone No: 0208 642 3019
www.downslawntennis.co.uk
50 Holland Ave
Sutton
Surrey
SM2 6HU

Helling Brothers
ROOFING SPECIALISTS

FREEPHONE
07778 588108
41 Hillside
Banstead, Surrey.
SM7 1HB
Repairs and guttering
Chimneys re-pointed and built
Slating and tiling
Lead work and valleys
Special rates for OAP'
Family business established
since 1961

