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December ’18 – January ‘19

NORMAL WEEKLY SERVICES
SUNDAYS
8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

9.30am Family Communion (United Anglican / Methodist Service)
1st Sunday in the month – All Age Worship Service (Usually not Communion)
5th Sunday in the month – Methodist Local Preacher

5.30pm 1st Sunday in the month, Choral Evensong (Book of Common Prayer)
3rd Sunday in the month, Evening Worship (various styles)

Changes to these details are given in the weekly Notice Sheet, available free of charge at the back of the church.

WEEKDAYS

Daily – Morning Prayer 9.00 – 9.30am

Third Friday in the month:
11.30am Short Service of Holy Communion, followed by lunch in the Community Hall.

The Vicar’s bit
Come and join the celebration, it’s a very special day;
Come and share our jubilation, there’s a new king born today!
So says a popular new-ish carol, written by Valerie Collison. A sentiment shared by so
many other carols. And how could we argue? After all, God Almighty, the creator of the
universe, descended to earth – incarnate or ‘enfleshed’ in the person of Jesus Christ.
He shared our life, with all its highs and lows, including the ultimate pain, suffering and
humiliation of crucifixion. But on the third day he rose again, conquering the power of
sin and death, and enabling us all to share in his resurrection life. What is there not to
celebrate?
The world around celebrates with us too. Our streets and houses are lit up, parties take
place, great feasts are eaten, copious drink is quaffed, and presents are given and
received.

We may look askance at times, and question whether this is the ‘true

meaning of Christmas’, but nevertheless we can see that, for pretty well everyone,
there is an expectation that this season should be special, and something is wrong if it
isn’t.
But that is not the whole story. With incarnation comes the messy business of being
human in all its contradiction and confusion. When Mary brings her new-born child to
the temple to be blessed – a moment that should be filled with joy – Luke tells us that
Simeon informs her “This child is destined to be a sign that will be rejected; and you
too will be pierced to the heart.” What must she have felt at that moment?
The Old English carol ‘The Holly and the Ivy’ is one of the few to take this on board. It
begins by telling us that of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the
crown… The holly bears a blossom, as white as the lily flower… which sounds rather nice
really. But then we are reminded The holly bears a berry, as

red as any blood… The holly bears a prickle, as sharp as any thorn… The holly bears a
bark, as bitter as any gall… And we are told how these fit into the life of Jesus – blood,
pain, bitterness.
Am I getting too ‘down’? Bah humbug and all that? I don’t think so. There is suffering
in the world. People continue to die in conflict one hundred years after the end of the
war that was supposed to end all wars… people are lonely or bereaved… people are
hungry and homeless… refugees and rejected… apprehensive about an uncertain future.
What does Christmas say in this experience?
One word – HOPE!

The Christian message, the Christmas message, is not that God

waves a magic wand and everything will suddenly be perfect. Rather that, whatever
situation we may find ourselves in, God is there too. He shares our laughter and our
tears, our songs of joy, and our laments. And he can bring hope out of despair, joy out
of grief… life out of death.
And so, during this Christmas season, we will rejoice with those who rejoice, but we will
also weep with those who weep.

At 5.30pm on Sunday 16 December, we will be

having, for the first time, a ‘Blue Christmas’. This is a service of quiet and reflection – a
service for those who want to take a break from relentless celebration, for those who
find they cannot celebrate because of pain in their lives. I invite you to join me there,
and look towards the hope that is in that child, born into an enemy-occupied country,
refugee soon after birth, who had no real home for most of his adult life, who died a
gruesome death – and who is alive, and offers us new life too.

Mark

Services at Saint John’s December /January 2018/19
2 December
9 December
*14 December
16 December
23 December
24 December

9.30 am
5.30 pm
9.30 am
11.30 am
9.30 am
5.30 pm
9.30 am
*6.30 pm
5.30 pm

Advent Sunday - Gift Service - Parade
Advent Carol Service
Family Communion (Advent 2)
Holy Communion & Christmas Lunch
Family Communion (Advent 3)
Blue Christmas
Family Communion (Advent 4)
Christmas Carol Service
Crib Service

25 December
30 December
6 January 2019
13 January
18 January
20 January
27 January
3 February

8.00 am
9.00 am

11.30 pm
8.00 am
9.30 am
9.30 am

Midnight Mass
Holy Communion
Christmas Day Family Communion
Methodist Service (Christmas 1)

9.30 am
All Age – Epiphany.
5.30 pm
Choral Evensong
9.30 am
Family Communion & Covenant Service (Epiphany 2)
11.30 am
Holy Communion & Lunch
9.30 am
Family Communion (Epiphany 3)
*6.30 pm (tbc) United Service @ Christchurch, Sutton
9.30 am
Family Communion (Epiphany 4)
9.30 am
5.30 pm

Candlemas/Christingle Service
Choral Evensong

Holy Communion (traditional language) every Sunday.
Morning Prayer, Monday – Saturday in the Lady Chapel.

By Denise Rooke
In October we were delighted to welcome back Joan Kimber known to many at Saint
John's as the 'cake lady' who used to visit us every year selling her magnificent
Christmas cakes for charity. Joan continues to be create her cakes but only to order
nowadays.
As always Joan had been very industrious preparing a round of icing for each of us to
work on and a pre-cut green Christmas tree. There were even dozens of pre-cut stars.
Our artistic talents extended to the placement of the tree/stars, painting the stars gold,
decorating the tree, creating some snow for it to stand in and a snowman if desired. I
think it would be fair to say it was a mixed-ability class with the serious work of
painting and moulding helped along by continuous conversation and laughter!

We

lamented the closure of cake decorating shops we remembered but heard that the
professionals source all their equipment online these days.

The obsession with

television

ideas

baking

programmes

has

given

everyone

bigger

and

greater

expectations.
We each left with a beautifully boxed cake topper and a resolution that we would make
our own cake to show it off.
Our next meeting with Bring and Buy Sale will be held in the Hall at 2.30 pm on 23
January. All are welcome

LFTOO:
By Pat Lancaster
Participation in our meetings continues to be good considering there is a clash now for a
number of members who are part of the Marsden Hospital Choir who rehearse on
Thursday evenings.

In November we went to the Adrian Mann Theatre to see “The

Saints Players” in the Alan Ayckbourn adaptation of “Tons of Money”.

Many will be

familiar with the humour of an Alan Ayckbourn farce and this performance by our local
amateur group did not fail to deliver a funny and enjoyable evening. Nine of us got
there in good time to say hello and meet up with other friends and acquaintances
beforehand. It was good to visit a theatre where seat allocation is not done so we were
able to mix and sit very comfortably indeed and enjoy the show.
Our next meeting will be at church for pre-Christmas celebrations i.e. playing games,
enjoying mince pies, mulled wine and other treats. As the Toy service is scheduled for
the Sunday before, original plan to prepare and host a Christmas table sale will not be
included in the evenings arrangements.
Soon it will be New Year and, as in previous years our first meeting of 2019 will be the
New Year Supper using food supplied by Cook in Cheam.

Our 2019 event calendar is work in progress but a flavour of what is in store can be
found on the notice board at the back of church,
Best wishes to all

Jumble Sale Result: Saturday 27th October
By Pat Lancaster
Thank you to everyone who continues to support this
important fund raising event for the church. The donations
of pre-owned goods, help with setting up, sorting, selling
and clearing down afterwards are all invaluable and the
combined effort raised a total of £1850.
The "new" man with the van didn't let us down either. He
turned up on time for the clearing of unsold items which all
go off to a new home and we had all left by 4.30pm. He
also made a contribution to our fund. Peter (White) as he
is known left a few of his business cards with me for future
support and should anyone need help with moving and
clearing unwanted items not destined for one of our future
sales then I shall be happy to pass on his details.
Best wishes and many thanks again for your ongoing support - and finally I would like
share with you a photo of our newest member of the jumbling team... my
granddaughter… baby Lily… three months old. She stood up very well to the hustle
and bustle...
It is anticipated the next jumble sale will take place in April. However, there are a few
challenges to be dealt with regarding access to additional tables and related matters
of setting up before a date can be confirmed.

#FollowTheStar

is

the

Church

of England’s

2018

Christmas campaign. Thousands of Christmas services and
events will be taking place in churches all over the country in
the run up to Christmas.
"For many of us, Christmas brings up so many emotions,
memories and expectations. We have one nativity story, but it
can seem like we all have very different Christmases.
"For you it might be a time of joy and togetherness. Or perhaps it’s all about planning
and to-do lists. Many others can find it a sad and lonely time – nagged by the feeling
that your Christmas is not like those ‘perfect’ ones we see in the media.
"But just like the unexpected assortment of people who were invited to meet the baby
Jesus, #FollowTheStar doesn’t ask you to be perfect. It says: come just as you are to
take the life-changing Christmas journey."
Archbishops Justin Welby & John Sentamu
During this Advent and Christmas season, you will see many reminders of this, in our
Advent reflections and in our Christmas decorations. You will even find a star shining in
the darkness… Booklets will be available to invite those interested to find out more.
Watch this space… look for the star.

Coffee.com
About a year ago Vanessa Elston came to Saint John’s to help us with our Mission
Action Plan. After morning worship she led an interesting time of discussion looking at
all aspects of church life and at the end of the session suggested we focus specifically
on three areas of church life during the year. These were worship, communication and
outreach.

Gerald Young and Anne Rusbridge agreed to look at the possibility of

introducing one new activity for outreach into the local community. They presented a
proposal for Coffee.com to the ECC in the summer and they were encouraged to
proceed further.
Coffee.com is to be, initially, a meeting place for parents collecting children from the
Avenue Academy, but with the aim of reaching out to the wider community in time and
possibly offering a mid-week worship opportunity for families or appropriate activities

for Christian festivals. Parents at the school were contacted via e-mail to see if there
would be any interest in having a place to meet and the response was positive.
The idea is to set up a coffee bar facility in the church hall one hour before school
closing time and one hour afterwards. Initially this would be one or two days a week,
but could increase if there was sufficient demand and support.
It would be a wonderful opportunity to get to know new people in the local community
and to promote special events at Saint John’s.
We have been given a grant of £1,000 from the Diocese to cover the initial costs of
setting this up, such as purchasing a coffee machine and publicity.

We hope that

thereafter it would be self-funding as we will be asking a charge of £1 for each drink.
We would of course need some volunteers to enable this to happen. People who would
be willing to set up and clear up each session and chat to people. The plan is to use a
‘self-service’ format for refreshments which keeps the number of volunteers needed to
a manageable level.
Would you like to help?
If you feel you can help in any way, or would like to know more about what is involved,
please speak to Anne Rusbridge, 01737 355543 or annerusbridge@yahoo.co.uk.

Letter from Uncle Eustace
The Rectory, St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
It really is time to get some new figures for the crib. After a series of accidents over
the years, we are now down to two wise men, two shepherds, and one three-legged
sheep that only remains upright if it is leaning against a shepherd.
Joseph, having been obliged to stand outside the shelter of the stable for the last four
decades, is now comprehensively veneered with bat droppings. In a rather desperate
effort to enlarge this rather frugal cast, Miss Timmins hit on the idea of introducing
characters from the children’s Easter garden. This would have all been very well if both
sets of figures had been to the same scale, but we now have the shepherds apparently
being threatened by two ten feet rabbits.

One of our local farmers – I am sure very kindly meant – donated far more straw for
the stable than was necessary.

Our decorators, refusing to let his generosity go to

waste, used the lot. The result is that Mary and Joseph stand up to their waists, looking
as if they are being engulfed by a straw snow drift. The crib, along with baby Jesus,
has disappeared entirely. The latter is not entirely to be regretted, since no one can
now see that Jesus has no nose and only one arm, the result of one of our children
dropping Him on the floor at last year’s Crib Service.
I am sure your ecologically appropriate Christmas tree, made of re-cycled dustbin liners
will be much appreciated by your congregation, knowing that they are saving the planet
for future generations. We however remain traditional, with a tree always donated by
the local squire from his estate, even if it is at the cost of adding another degree to
global warming. Not only does it look more fitting, but it gives our verger something to
do on twelfth night, as he sweeps up several hundredweight of pine needles.
I sometimes wonder if it is entire coincidence that the tree is always delivered by the
estate staff on a day when there has been torrential rain in the area. Carrying it into
church up the aisle makes it look as if the parting of the Red Sea has unsuccessfully
taken place inside Saint James’. The major problem every year is getting the wretched
thing to stand upright in the sanctuary. It takes so long that I sometimes feel it would
be quicker to re-align all the church pillars to the same angle as the tree itself.
Last year’s decision to have tree lights which flashed in succession was not a success.
Those members who stared at them for too long while singing carols tended to fall over
– although I suspect that Major Crump’s inability to remain upright at the midnight
service was for rather different reasons. Not using flashing lights this year, the Major
will have to find a different excuse.
Your loving Uncle, Eustace

God in the Arts
Rev Michael Burgess is exploring symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of
art.

He gave us eyes to see them’ - a Catalan artist's nativity in Barcelona

In January we began this course exploring signs and symbols with the Cross: a sign of
death, but also a sign of victory. We end the year with a sign that proclaims birth and
new life: the crib of Christmas. In December cribs will be set up in churches, homes,
villages and town centres. It is a tradition that goes back to the nativity scene in a cave

outside Greccio in Italy on Christmas Eve, 1223. Saint Francis of Assisi invited all the
people to a service there to remind them of a truth they had either forgotten or
neglected: that Love came down at Christmas. We are told that as they looked inside
the cave and saw the crib with the ox and ass, Saint Francis prayed and took up the
infant Christ in his arms.

Christ was ‘the peaceful, tender and loving brother,’ a

vulnerable baby needing affection and care.

The simplicity and the beauty of that nativity scene is portrayed in this twelfth- century
painting by an anonymous Catalan artist in a museum in Barcelona. Cribs were often
very elaborate and ornate creations, bejewelled and decorated with episodes from our
Lord’s life. Here the scene is ordinary with few details. The haloes around the heads of
Mary and the Christ-Child may look a little odd, but the artist and Saint Francis are at
one in proclaiming a sign of life and love in this birth.
Each Christmas we are called to kneel before the crib with the animals and the
shepherds. A thirteenth century Franciscan invites us to ‘Gaze on the face of the babe
with devotion… and delight in Him.’ May we see the light of God’s love in the new-born
babe as we look into the crib, and may we delight to offer our hearts and lives in His
service.

CAROLLING IN FROSTY AIR
Canon David Winter considers the way in which carols proclaim the story…
Christmas and carols go together.

You can’t have one without the other.

It would

require a high degree of ingenuity for anyone to get through the Christmas season
without hearing a carol - and probably singing one, too.
They are on the speakers in the supermarket, they’re on the radio, carol singers come
round the streets singing them, the brass band plays them in the market place - and, of
course, there’s the church carol service, the crib service and the midnight communion.
Most of us could name lots of them: Hark the Herald, Good King Wenceslaus, In the
Bleak Midwinter, Away in a Manger, Once in Royal David’s City... and so on.
Some of those carols are very old, some relatively modern. They’re perhaps the only
Christian songs we actually know the words of - but familiarity can breed if not
contempt, then at least inattention.

Occasionally in those familiar lines we sing

absolute nonsense: ‘In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard
as iron, water like a stone’ - in Bethlehem? ‘Little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes’ - so
the baby Jesus wasn’t human after all? ‘And io, io, io by priest and people sungen‘?
No, not a bad case of the stutters, but a medieval carol-writer’s mischievous description
of the mumbo-jumbo of incomprehensible Latin in church.
We’ve been spared other bafflement by the work of editors. Charles Wesley’s first line
was originally ‘Hark how all the welkin rings’ - no ‘herald angels’. ‘Welkin’ comes from
an Old English word meaning ‘heaven’ and has absolutely nothing to do with shell-fish.
But enough of problems. On the whole carols are wonderfully clear in their message
and profoundly moving in a simple and touching way. The last verse of ’Once in Royal
David’s City’ always moves me:
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God‘s right hand on high.
Trust Mrs. Alexander to get it exactly right. And Christina Rossetti’s last verse, tellingly
quoted at the end of the Queen’s Christmas message two years ago, asks a question so
searching that her meteorological musings fade into thin air:
What shall I give him, poor as I am?
if I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

December 21 Winter Solstice
A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-Christian times. When the hours of
daylight are fewest, the warmth of the sun weakest, and life itself seemingly at a
standstill, our ancestors, the pagan peoples of Europe and Western Asia, kept festival
by lighting bonfires and decorating their buildings with evergreens.
Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be enheartened by fire, and the life of
the buried seed assured by the presence of evergreen branches.
With the advent of Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with Christ, and the
birthday of the sun with the birthday of the Light of the World.
The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas decorations. “Let those
who have no light in themselves light candles!... You are the light of the world, you are
the tree ever green...”

But by the time of Saint Gregory and Saint Augustine, four

centuries later, this had changed.

Pope Gregory instructed Augustine not to worry

about harmless outward customs, as long as the right God be worshipped through
them. And so many Anglo-Saxon customs were never discarded, but simply endowed
with a new significance.
By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: “Against the feast of Christmas, every
man’s house, as also their parish churches, were decked with holme, ivie, bayes, and
whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to be greene.”

Poem for the Month
What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give honour to this day
That sees December turn to May.

Why does the chilling Winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow freshly shorn
Thus on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be;
Tis he is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and lustre, public mirth
To heaven and the under earth

We see him come and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient earth to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is we find a room
To welcome him.

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,
Which we will give him: and bequeath
This holly and this ivy wreath,
To do him honour; who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.
Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

The Month Ahead
LF Too
Thursday 6 December

Pre Christmas Celebrations:

8.00 pm in the Meeting room

Games, mince pies, mulled wine and treats

Thursday 3 January

New Year Supper

8.00 pm in the Hall

Mothers’ Union
Saturday 8 December

A Christmas Lunch

12.30 pm in the Hall
Wednesday 16 January

Bring and Buy Sale

2.30 pm in the Hall
Vicar’s Pub Night
Monday 11 December

From 7.30pm Downs Tennis Club

Monday 14 January

Holland Avenue

Friday Holy Communion and Lunch
11.30 am Friday 14 December
11.30 am Friday 18 January

SUNDAY CLUB
Sundays at 9.30am in the Community Hall (Age 3yrs and above)

SCOUTS (1st Belmont)
Beavers:

Tuesdays 5.30pm - 6.30pm.

Cubs:

Tuesdays or Thursdays 7.00pm - 8.00pm.

Scouts:

Mondays 6.45pm - 8.15pm

Explorer Scouts:

Mondays 8.45pm - 9.45pm

GUIDES, BROWNIES & RAINBOWS
Rainbows:

Thursdays 5.00pm–6.00pm.

Brownies:

Fridays 5.15pm–6.45pm.

Guides:

Tuesdays 6.30pm–8.30pm

Guides & Rangers:

Fridays 7.00pm-9.00pm.

Beacon dates for issue
Copy Date

Friday 11th January 2019

(if leaving in pigeon holes, by Sunday 6th January,
please)

Distribution Date
Items for inclusion.
Leave it in pigeon hole for Caroline Everson (Editor)
E-mail: caro1902@hotmail.co.uk
Please ensure that items are not left in the church office.

Friday 18th January 2019

St John’s Community
Church Hall
The Church Office, St John’s Church,
Northdown Road, Belmont, Surrey SM2 6DY
Email: office@stjohnbelmont.org.uk

Need a Venue for a Children’s Party?
Have you considered our hall in Northdown Road?
It is spacious, safe with plenty of room to play.
Along with our purpose built kitchen, why not give us a try.
For rates and additional information contact:Cathy Parker on 020 8643 4656
Office open Mon to Fri 9.30am – 12pm

SR CHAUFFEURS
145a London Road, Ewell, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 2BT
Tel: +44(0)20 83590 6887
Fax: 0871 9892067
Mobile: 07834 609440
Email: richardhoten@srchauffeurs.co.uk
Web: www.srchauffeurs.com
Established in 2004, SR Chauffeurs is a Surrey based executive chauffeur service perfectly situated to meet
local business and social community transport needs while also serving the wider London area. Whether it is
getting you to that important meeting, conference or event, SR Chauffeurs can and will deliver a high quality,
fully comprehensive service at a competitive price. Richard Hoten is a retired police officer of The Royalty
and Diplomatic Protection Group of the Metropolitan Police.
ALL CARS ARE AIR CONDITIONED LIMOUSINES

THE DOWNS
LAWN TENNIS CLUB
A friendly Tennis and social club just 5 minutes’ walk from St John’s Church
• 4 separate all weather courts, 3 with floodlights
• Licensed bar— Sky TV
• Hall available for hire
• A regular meeting place for St John’s parishioners

Telephone No: 0208 642 3019
www.downslawntennis.co.uk
50 Holland Ave
Sutton
Surrey
SM2 6HU

Helling Brothers
ROOFING SPECIALISTS

FREEPHONE
07778 588108
41 Hillside
Banstead, Surrey.
SM7 1HB
Repairs and guttering
Chimneys re-pointed and built
Slating and tiling
Lead work and valleys
Special rates for OAP'
Family business established
since 1961

